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RESURRECTION SUNDAY

Resurrection Sunday is a day for all believers to rejoice in. 
This day is the pinnacle of the church?s belief; the day that not 
only changed history, but every believer?s future. The great 
news is that Jesus? work does not end at the cross. As Ro-
mans 5:10-11 says, ?For if, when we were God?s enemies, we 
were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.? It is a great day of celebration. Every 
Easter Sunday, churches around the country hold a special service to celebrate what Jesus did on the cross. 
This year, on April 17, Freedom had a special performance given by the children and youth ministries. The 
children sang and danced to ?I thank God? by Maverick City Music. They encouraged the entire congregation 
to believe that God can radically change a person and set them free. The youth also brought a powerful 
performance showing to the congregation that no matter what this world throws at you, Jesus has overcome 
it all and gives us hope to be free of all chains. After the performance, Pastor Victor Franco gave a short 
Word on the power of resurrection; it is proof that Christians will not be limited to the grave. We have a hope 

that when we die, we are not bound by the grave and we will live 
in eternity with Jesus. At the end of his Word, Pastor Victor asked 
the congregation, ?Who do you believe Jesus is?? John 14:6 says, 
?Jesus told him, ?I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me.?? Jesus has broken the 
hold death has on us and that is why we celebrate on this day 
?Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.? Romans 5:1-2. 
Pastor Victor ended his sermon with the verse John 14:19 ?Soon 
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, 

you also will live.? Jesus is alive and that is the greatest hope we have as Christians. 
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The children performed a song on Easter Sunday. 

The youth (Forged) performed a powerful skit. 
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FORGED

Freedom Fellowship

Freedom Fellowship has an array of ministries available for all walks of life, 
but one in particular that is very active with the community is the youth 
ministry, which is called Forged. Currently, Forged is being led by partners 
and leaders, Danny and Jacquie Ortega and assisted by Jesse and Ariana 
Cruz. Danny and Jacquie have taken on this ministry this year despite being 
active harvest leaders. Among other endeavors, they also support the social 
media team, men?s ministry, worship and security team. Prior to this, Jacqui 
was the children?s ministry director for the past ten years. In asking them 
what has been different with this ministry so far, they explained, ?We are 
used to working with younger children and the older generation, so it?s nice 
to work with the age that is the bridge between the two groups. They are 
full of life and have a lot of questions about life, and we are excited to help 
mold this generation.? 

Under their leadership, the youth had many opportunities to grow and 
serve. The leaders of this ministry have a clear vision of what their hope and goals are for the ministry and 
for the young men and women that make up this ministry. ?As youth leaders, our hope and goal for the 
youth is to help mold teenagers in teaching them about God?s love and teach them to serve. Our generation 
is full of people who only think about themselves. We want to teach them to love God and reflect that love in 
serving people,? Danny and Jacquie explained. Their vision aligns well with the symbolism behind the name 
Forged, since it is their goal to have the youth molded and shaped into the young men and women of God. 
With this vision, they have already brought experiences to the youth with community service, a leadership 
course, and a spiritual encounter with the Lord.

The youth gave back to those in need by helping clean up 
the Fisher House in El Paso. The Fisher House is part of a 
nationwide foundation that provides housing to veteran 
families in times of need. Families of active duty or deployed 
military have a place to stay for free in order to be close to 
their loved ones during hospitalization of an unexpected ill-
ness, disease or injury. The youth ministry provided a clean-
ing service and was an added blessing to a cause that al-
ready supports many in hardship. The youth has been 
putting in serious work in helping the community, but they 
have also had other opportunities to celebrate and fellow-
ship with their peers. One of those celebrations was in 
recognition of their efforts at a graduation party hosted by 
Danny and Jacquie in their home. 

By Irene Mendez

El Paso, TX

Events  
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Danny & Jacquie Ortega, Youth Leaders
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This year, there were eight youths who graduated from high school. 
Among these aspiring young adults were Noah, Demi, Joaquin, 
Damian, Emma, Sammie, Elijah, and Lorenzo. Wow, what a 
monumental accomplishment, all while serving the Lord! As molded 
children of God we pray they continue the foundational learning and 
teachings of servitude they have gained in the youth ministry as 
stated in Colossians 3:23-24, ?Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since 
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.? Most recently, the youth 
also had another opportunity for fellowship at Bonita Park in Ruidoso, 
NM. This Christian Camp and Conference Center is in the mountains 
of the Lincoln National Forest of south-central New Mexico. The 
youth, along with their families, fund-raised throughout the 
beginning of this year to be a part of this experience. At Bonita 
Park, the youth had opportunities to part take in fun activities 
like zip lining, rock climbing, challenge the leap of faith, swim, explore nature, play on the golf 
course, and join sports activities. Great memories and lessons were learned at Bonita Park for both 
the youth and the leadership. Jacquie and Danny recall this being a special moment as stated, ?Our 
fondest memory with the youth so far is the Bonita Park trip. It was good to see them working as a 
team, help build each other up, overcome their fears, but most importantly, we believe we had a 
breakthrough and the youth had an encounter with God. The last night the presence of God was so 
strong and we need that. We need to have strong encounters with God to know what it is to be in 
his presence because it?s God who transforms our lives.? Mikey, one of the youth members, also 
recalls special memories and lessons learned as he explained that he really enjoyed bonding with 
his peers and growing closer to God, especially without the presence of technology. ?Disconnecting 
from the world allowed me to focus on God and reflect on myself to really live in the moment 
alongside my peers. I realized this is something I need to do more often to draw near to God,? 
Mikey said.

Forged cont.
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Youth members in front of the Fisher House, which is 
housing for veteran families in need.  Photo courtesy 
of Danny Ortega.

Jordan Ortega and Samuel 
Veloz serve at the Fisher 
Home, one of the youths 
many community services.  
Photo courtesy of Danny 
Ortega.

Mikey Mendez and Solomon 
Saucedo help organize items 
at the Fisher Home. Photo 
courtesy of Danny Ortega
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On April 1st, the women's ministry held their first movie night event. The atmosphere was relaxing, 
fun, and inspiring. The movie selected was ?Overcomer,? in which Priscilla Shirer and Alex Kendrick 
starred. Candy Densmore, a Freedom partner and leaders, has taken the role of leader for the 
woman?s ministry at Freedom Fellowship. Candy stated, ?I chose the movie because its message is 
inspiring on how God works in our lives when we do not see him working. Most importantly, it 
asked the question,  ?Who are you? Do we really know who (whose) we are??? Candy gave each lady 
a bookmark that had an inspiring quote from the movie. A beautiful reminder of who we are in 
Christ. I asked Candy what her vision is for the woman?s ministry, and she stated the following, ?I 
want the women to know who they are in Christ. That no matter where they are, or where they 
have been, we ARE daughters of the KING. Once we know who we are and where he is taking us, 
then we can walk in courage, integrity, bearing His good fruit and, most important, in Victory. There 
is nothing that we can?t do or face when we are wrapped in Him. That relationship with Him is so 
vital to our walk. Lastly, that we as women can be very powerful in the kingdom. So I would like to 
see unity in the women. That we share each other?s burdens, that we encourage one another, pray 
for each other. That we not just be buddies with certain ladies, but true sisters in Christ. That we 
be a force that the Devil trembles when we assemble.? Wow, what a beautiful vision for our ladies. 
We are looking forward to what God will continue to do with the women at Freedom Fellowship. 
Join us in our next event for fellowship and spiritual growth. 

LADIES EVENT
By Gricelda Ysquierdo

Forged cont.

Danny and Jacquie have future events planned 
for this ministry; including a community service at 
Fire Station 29. In the meantime, they can say 
that, as youth leaders, they are most proud of 
their youth. ?When it came to serving our 
community, they showed up; when it came to 
team-building exercises, they showed up, and 
when it comes to learning about God, they show 
up. You can tell they really have a heart for God. 
They may not be perfect, but God isn?t after 
perfection; he?s after obedience, and he?s 
especially after our hearts. So, we?re proud of our 
young men and women, showing up in this day 
and age,? Danny and Jacquie said.

Growing together; the youth have forged 

relationships that will last a lifetime. Photo courtesy 

of Danny Ortega.
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On Sunday May 1st, Freedom Fellowship hosted their annual church pic-
nic at Album Park. The congregation came together for a fun filled day of 
fellowship. There was plenty of food and they encouraged partners to in-
vite friends and family. The picnic happened right after church service. 
While the congregation put the sides, drinks and desserts, the church pro-
vided hamburgers and hot dogs. They met church families with a delicious 
aroma of hamburger patties as they arrived at the park. After enjoying a 
scrumptious meal, the children, and even the adults, joined in outdoor 
fun. The adults played touch football while the children enjoyed playing 
with stomp rockets and various outdoor games. It was a great time of fel-
lowship. Several new families joined in on the fun; partners built new rela-
tionships and deepened old ones. It was a fun time for all.

CHURCH PICNIC
By Ivy Trevizo
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"The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation." Psalm 
118:14

Scr ipt ure

Children and adults joined in 
outdoor activities at the 
annual Freedom picnic at 
Album Park. (Above).

Jonathan Franco enjoys a 
game of soccer (left); The 
congregation along with new 
friends enjoyed eating 
outdoors (right) .Photos 
courtesy of Ivy Trevizo.
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Freedom Fellowship families celebrated Mother?s Day on Sunday, May 8, 2022. Elder Jonathan 
Franco gave the word that day and shared a beautiful message of how motherhood and faith in 
God go hand in hand. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 says ?Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.? These verses perfectly 
encompass the love of a mother, and many of us can relate when thinking about our experiences 
with our own moms. During the sermon, Jonathan went over the story of Hannah, a woman who 
felt like a burden because she could not have children. That is until the Lord blessed her with a 
son. We see her overfilled with joy and faith when the Lord answers her prayers. In 1 Samuel 1:28 
Hannah says, ?For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted my petition made to Him. 
Therefore, I have given him to the Lord, as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.? Hannah says 
these words as she is bringing her son, Samuel, to dedicate his life to God and is about to leave 
him there to be raised in the temple.What a beautiful message that was given that day! We learned 
that the greatest gift we can give our children is releasing them to the Lord and teaming up with 
Him to help our children fulfill their purpose. Whatever stage of motherhood we are in, we must 
have faith that God has a path for all our children and, as mothers, our job is to empower our 
children to follow that path. We must choose to wake up and fulfill this purpose that the Lord has 
called upon us. Towards the end of the service, we prayed over all the beautiful mothers of 
Freedom. Each received a beautiful gift from the church, and most importantly, left encouraged to 
join with God and fulfill the purpose that He has called upon our children.

MOTHER'S DAY
By Marissa Nunez

6

July 15-Ladies Pool Party

July 30- Men's BBQ

August 7- Baptisms

August 20- Men's Community 
Service

October- Ladies retreat

UPCOMING EVENTS
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On Sunday, June 19, 2022, Freedom Fellowship celebrated the 
fantastic fathers of the church. Pastor Victor Franco shared a 
wonderful message about fatherhood and breaking curses in 
families. As we build our relationship with God and grow closer 
to Him, we begin to know Him and who He is. We can 
describe Him as loving, kind, compassionate, faithful, merciful, 
strong, forgiving, righteous, caring, and sovereign. For some 
Christians they might find these characteristics in their earthly 
fathers, while others that experience might not be the same. 
However, we can trust that the Lord is all of this and more. 
They gave the fathers of Freedom Fellowship this encouraging 
word to go out and break any family curses that do not align with the characteristics of the Lord. Zechariah 
4:6 says, ?Then he said to me, 'This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.? This verse reminds us that we cannot break these curses and chains 
with our strength and ability, but with God?s spirit. Pastor Victor led an altar call for all the fathers and their 
families to pray over them. We were reminded that fathers are the spiritual leaders of the home, and it was 
beautiful to see the families of Freedom pray over their spiritual leaders on this special day. After service, 
the church gave a gift to all the awesome dads, and many received handmade gifts from their children that 
were made in class. It was great to see the fathers being celebrated on this special day!

FATHER'S DAY

Phone #            915-355-7046
Website            freedomfellowshipep.com     

Freedom Fellowship

7

Partners Jonathan 
Franco and Colby 
Shannon celebrate 
Father 's day with their 
children (above). 

All dad's were given a 
gift from the church 
(left). Photos courtesy 
of  Marissa Nunez.

By Marissa Nunez

Wives were asked to pray for the men on 
Father 's Day during the service. Photo 
Courtesy of Marissa Nunez.
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Freedom Fellowship El Paso, TX

SOCIAL CALENDAR
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BIRTHDAYS

NEW PARTNERS

Spring 2022 Partnership Class - 13 new partners were added to 
Freedom Fellowship congregation.

APRIL

Mickey Mendez Michael Garay

Doni Densmore Candy Densmore

Josiah Picos Matthew Navarro

MAY

Ava Fabela Jazmine Franco

Jessie Cruz Steven Salas

Pati Franco Amerise Reza

Judy Herrera

JUNE

Ryan Veloz Lisa Salas

Jaylene Franco Renee Herrera

Ivy Trevizo Liam Herrera

Drew Favela Roseann Navarro


	The Freedom Herald V3 I2
	Cover
	Photo and 3 Columns
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8


