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St ar l ight  2021 Chr ist m as Program

Freedom Fellowship

Freedom Fellowship celebrated yet another 
Christmas Holiday with the annual Christmas 
program on December 23. Leaders Miguel Picos 
and Elder Roxanne Franco teamed up and put 
together a wonderful program 
that highlighted and honored 
the Glory of Jesus Christ; cele-
brating the coming of the Sav-
ior to change the world. This 
year?s Christmas Program had 
performances by multiple min-
istries. Praise and Worship 
leader Michael Garay began 
the service with a couple of praise songs. The 
Youth then opened the program with a wonder-
ful reading of several scriptures from the Bible. 
Then the Praise and Worship team had a won-
derful multi- instrument performance that in-

cluded adults and youth. Young Adults ministry 
took part in their first Christmas program this 
year with the song, Mary Did you Know. The next 
performance was by the Freedom dance team 

who danced to an upbeat gospel 
song. The Children?s Ministry 
sang a song, followed by the 
nursery children that ended the 
program with an adorable dance 
to ?We love you Baby Jesus?, all 
dressed up as barn animals. The 
opportunity to honor the coming 
of the Savior is always a great 

way to glorify God. Elder Jonathan Franco gave a 
short word after the program to end the service. 
This annual event always leaves us excited to 
see what next year will bring.
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By Jason Gonzalez

Left Photo: Miguel Picos and 
Sophia Herrera create a nativity 
scene painting during the 
Christmas Program. 

Right Photo: The Youth group 
along with Jesse Cruz began the 
program by reading verses from 
the Bible.

Photos by Danny Ortega

Left Photo: Several kids from the 
Children ministry sing a Christmas 
song during the Christmas 
program.

Right Photo: The toddlers and 
babies from the nursery were 
dressed up as barn animals for a 
nativity scene in the Christmas 
program.  

Photos by Danny Ortega
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Earlier this year Freedom Fellow-
ship was introduced to a new min-
istry, The Freedom Steadfast Rid-
ers.  Led by Colby Shannon, the 
Steadfast Riders are a mountain 
bike group who take to the trail, 
get some great riding in, and 
share in the Word of God. The 
Steadfast Riders are a group of all 
ages and experience levels, and 
with our Franklin Mountains right 
in town, there is never a shortage 
of trails to ride on. The new min-
istry is a blessing to those who 
want to be sure they get in their 
outdoor activities and exercise, 
while continuing to grow in the 
Word of God.

Freedom  Gif t  
Giveaway

On a Trail for  Jesus

Freedom Fellowship

Christmas is a time of giving 
and this year Freedom Fellow-
ship partners gave toys to chil-
dren who may not have been 
receiving anything this Christ-
mas season. Pastor Victor 
Franco and leader Jacqueline 
Ortega asked Melinda Favela to 
lead the toy giveaway. ?I was 
nervous, but more honored 
that Pastor asked me and had 
the confidence in me to lead it,? 
said Melinda. The program was 
called Freedom Fellowship Toy 
Giveaway; the church asked 
partners to donate new toys or 
money to purchase toys for the 
giveaway. Melinda, along with 
other partners Monica 
Sanchez, Freddy Favela and 
Jacquie Ortega, wrapped each 
gift according to the boy and 
girl it would be given to. Pastor 
Victor then asked the congrega-
tion if they knew of any families 
in need. Gifts were placed un-
der the Christmas tree at 
church and distributed on De-
cember 23, the day of the 
Christmas program. There were 
26 toys bought and given to 
families in the community. 
There were several toys left 
over at the end of the giveaway 
and those toys  were given to a 
local church. The church 
blessed many children this 
Christmas season. 

EVENTS
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Toys from the Freedom Toy Giveaway 
Photo by Jacquie Ortega

By Ivy Trevizo

By Jason Gonzales

El Paso, TX

The Freedom Riders post for a photo after a 
bike ride at the Franklin Mountains  State 
Park. 

?Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.? 

Luke 2:14

Scr ipt ure
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The year 2021 was a whirlwind of a year as we 
continued to have effects from COVID-19. 

However, our faith 
continues to prevail at 
Freedom Fellowship. 
We were able to gather 
as a church family once 
again at Gringo Theory 
for this year?s picnic. 
Owner and partner at 
Freedom Fellowship, 

Colby Shannon, opened his doors to his church 
family and welcomed us in a private gathering. 
Having the whole place to ourselves allowed us 
to explore and have fun with everything Gringo 
Theory offers. Upon arriving, one could not deny 
the savory smell of tacos coming from a taco 
truck. It was a great time of fellowship as we 
gathered with our brother and sisters in Christ in 
one of the many indoor and outdoor seating 
areas available. Families even brought their pets 
to join in on the fun since Gringo Theory has a 
gated area for pets that includes a doggy bath 
and obstacle course. There was much to do 

while enjoying good food and great 
conversation. One could either relax, watching 
TV on the adult size swings, play polo, tether ball, 
take pictures on the giant-sized lawn chair, or dip 
into your competitive edge with the arcades. 
During our time there, I asked Colby, ?So, what is 
the theory?? The ability to keep reinventing 
yourself and evolve to change was his response. 
What he said is very symbolic about why we 
were there. Times are changing, people are 
changing and evolving, but our unified beliefs as 
Christians allow us to fellowship and support 
one another in our walk with God, regardless of 
location.

Freedom Fellowship Phone #            915-355-7046
Website            freedomfellowshipep.com     

Thanksgiving Luncheon
By Gricelda Ysquierdo

Freedom Fellowship church had a Thanksgiving Luncheon and Turkey giveaway on November 21st. It 

was a time of sweet fellowship and enjoying some delicious turkey with all the side trimmings. The 

traditional Thanksgiving meal was free of charge and prepared by the wonderful Freedom partners 

as a potluck style. Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, corn and of course, pumpkin pie were on 

the menu; food was in abundance. It was a perfect opportunity to invite family and friends, and the 

fellowship hall was full of laughter and community. The highlight was good food and good company. 

There was also carry-out available for those that could not stay after the service. While Thanksgiving 

is a time of being grateful, it was also a time of giving. During the luncheon, the church gave away 26 

turkeys to families inside and outside of church. They made the giveaway possible with donations 

from church partners. Thanksgiving can mean different things to different people. Here at Freedom, 

it is a time to reflect and be thankful on how blessed we are and share that gratefulness with others. 

We will continue to be thankful throughout the year until we meet again for our anticipated yearly 

Thanksgiving luncheon.

Church Picnic: Gr ingo Theory
By Irene Mendez

Freedom Fellowship partners enjoy a picnic at Gringo Theory. 

Owners Colby and Krystal Shannon
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Ladies Night
By Pati Franco

Here in Freedom Fellowship, we 

encourage all to take part in the 

varied events we provide for 

fellowship and growth. On December 

10, 2021, the ladies met for a 

Christmas Event and enjoyed a 

delicious dinner from Olive Garden. 

We had plenty of food to satisfy our 

hunger and then some! We played a 

couple of games that were led by 

Roxanne Franco and we had the 

opportunity to see the 

competitiveness in some of our ladies, 

such a fun time. Then came the time for His Word, 

a special time. Each one of us is so needy of the 

Lord and His Word, every occasion can be a time of 

ministry. I was blessed to share the Word that 

evening. The Lord had spoken to my heart about 

Mary, the woman who birthed the Son of God! We 

pondered on what kind of teenager Mary must 

have been that she was chosen for such a 

challenging task. I am sure that she was not perfect, 

but her heart must have been a surrendered one. 

After the angel spoke to Mary, she then goes to visit 

Elizabeth (Luke 1). Elizabeth says ?blessed is she 

who believed . . .? After God speaks to us 

concerning any of his plans for our lives, we need 

to believe what HE has spoken to us. Even when 

His plans seem impossible to achieve, impossible to 

believe, impossible to walk into; our response needs 

to be one with faith, faith in whom HE is and what 

He says about what I can do for Him. I then spoke 

about the Song of Mary, where 

she says, ?My soul magnifies the 

Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced 

in God my Savior. For He has 

regarded the  lowly state of His 

maidservant? .? We reflected on 

how Mary saw herself, a servant 

of the Lord and as a sinner who 

needed salvation from God, her 

Savior. Then we learned how 

important it is not only to believe 

Him, but then to maintain a 

humble attitude throughout our 

walk. We always need to fight pride that leads us to 

believe that we can do things out of our own 

strength and ability. God is all powerful, but HE has 

chosen to work through us here on this Earth. HE 

always has a plan for our life that can only be 

accomplished as we live a surrendered life for Him. 

I encouraged all the ladies to live a surrendered life 

to accomplish HIS desire, His plan for our lives. After 

the Word, we worked on a Christmas ornament. 

We enjoy being creative and crafty. We had a very 

blessed evening learning His Word, enjoying each 

other?s company, eating delicious food and using 

our creativity. 

The Lord was 

with us all 

night.

Photo in text: The ladies from Freedom enjoy a 
Christmas themed Ladies event December 10. 
Photo Above: The ladies hear a Bible Study 
given by Pastor Pati Franco.  
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SOCIAL CALENDAR

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Israel Ysquerdio October 4

Selena Garay October 4

Isaac Trevizo October 7

Allyah Navarro October 11

Irene Mendez October 29

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Daniel Marin Sr November 

Praise Picos November 4

Skyla Cruz November 5

Roxanne Franco November 7

Melinda Favela November 9

Joy Franco November 9

Colton Cruz November 19

Benjamin Garay November 22

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Doni & Candy Densemore November 13

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Freddy and Melinda Favela November 22

Jerry & Michelle Saucedo November 28
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New Mem bers t o t he Freedom  Fam ily

Baby Rylee Faith Trevizo was joyfully 

welcomed by her parents Isaac and Ivy 

and older sister Ally, on December 4, 

2021. 

Baby Landon Herrera was joyfully 

welcomed by his parents Renee and 

Amanda and older brothers Liam and 

Levi, on December 1, 2021. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Landon Herrera December 1

Victoria Martin December 2

Rylee Trevizo December 4

Ayden Navarro December 9

Selah Garay December 11

Tina Lechuga December 14

Mandy Picos December 16

Caroline Correa December 21

Danial Marin Jr December 23

AJ Lechuga December 27

Josh Herrera December 28

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Mike and Irene Mendez December 15

Israel & Gricelda Yzquierdo September 26
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