Freedom Fellowship

El Paso, TX

TheFreedomHerald

July-September

Volume 2 | Issue 5 | 2021

Th e Su m m er Th at On ly M ade Us St r on ger
By Gricelda Ysquierdo

If we can select a bible verse to describe the Summer of 2021 at Freedom Fellowship church, it would be the following:
?So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while. These trials will
show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold? though your faith is far more precious
than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor
on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.? I Peter 1:6-7
Trials, hardships and sickness visited many of our Freedom Partners this summer. What was interesting is that our summer bible study series was on Spiritual Warfare, coincidence? I say no! It was a divine timing for this study. This only illustrated that God was with us before, during, and after.
Let me give you a synopsis of the summer. Our youth had a glorious time at Youth for the Nation, however, many did
came back ill and had to quarantine. We had many of our leaders ill and also quarantined. One of our youth leaders
landed in the hospital for several days with Covid- 19. It appeared that the enemy wanted to finish with one last blow
when our beloved pastors became very ill with Covid-19. Can any good come out of this summer? Yes. This summer had
a beautiful divine plan all along. Let me explain.
Caption
Resilience is the ability to withstand adversity and bounce back from difficult life events. Our Freedom family bounced
back with a deeper knowledge of who God is. We experienced God at a different and higher level. The testing of our faith
forced us to exercise our spiritual muscles, which only made us stronger. We saw with our physical and spiritual eyes the
mighty hand of God on each of our families. It created a deeper intimacy with God. We learned to walk by faith and not
by sight. At the end of it all, it only produced a stronger, more powerful, compassionate, enduring, brave, spirit filled army
of saints. We came out radiating like refined, precious gold. What the enemy may have intended for evil, our God turned
it for good.
God was in the midst of it all. He always shows himself as God during our valley seasons. That is the beauty of this summer. We saw God! The spiritual lessons learned this summer is a testimony that we need to share with others. We did
not have second hand experiences with God but first hand, the best kind. So let's not remem ber this summer by its
hardships but by its victories.

Upcom in g even t s
ChurchFellowship - October 3

New Year 'sCelebration - December 31

AdvancedClassesStarting - October 10 at 5 PM
Couple'sNight - October 22 at 6:30 PM
Thanksgiving Luncheon- November 21 after church
Christm asProgram - December 23 at 6:30 PM
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Wack y Wor ld of
Wat er
By Irene Mendez

Children?s summer camp is one of
many events that allows Freedom
Fellowship Church the opportunity
to do community outreach. This
year?s theme, Wacky World of Water, not only was refreshing amidst
the summer heat but also a
memorable one as children made
connections to the teachings of Jesus and Peter through creative
lessons, snacks and activities. In
meeting with the Children?s Ministry Leader, Jacqueline Ortega
noted that something that stood
out in this year?s summer camp
compared to past camps was that
Freedom Fellowship was one of
the few churches in El Paso to host
a summer camp for children and
youth. Despite the uncertainty that
lingered because of Covid- 19, our
belief in supporting and enriching
an ongoing spiritual walk for children is of utmost im portance,
which was clear in the large
turnout of kids and youth of various ages.
The church held summer camp
from June 30th- July 2nd at Freedom Fellowship. They conveniently
held summer camp in the
evenings to allow parents a chance
to stay and witness the teachings
and activities their children are encountering here at Freedom. The
three- day event was organized
well, beginning with the registration of each child each day. In registering, each child received a lan2

The children eagerly line up for their snack
during Summer Camp that was held in June.
Monica Sanchez and Roseann Navarro await
summer camp participants to help them
register.

yard with their name and age for
safety reasons and for ease of station rotation. Once registered,
church partners led camp with
praise and worship to help everyone gain focus, appreciation and
lift their spirits to the Lord for
everything each day offered. They
then directed children to their specific session and children would
complete three different rotations
that comprised a Bible story lesson, crafts lesson, along with
snacks and sport like games for
additional fun. Throughout the activities, children earned incentives
and collected various pins that
were displayed on their lanyard.
Each day ended with a skit to recap what they had learned. The
last day of camp allowed the children to fellowship further with a
water slide party. The theme,
Wacky World of Water, was very
present from the minute you
walked into the church building,
which was transformed with colorful blues and beautiful underwater
colors in every direction, to the
symbolic water crafts, snacks,
2

games and im pactful Bible stories.
Did I mention this event was also
free of charge! What a blessing for
children to experience the Word of
God with their peers and walk
away with crafts such as a water
lamp among other crafts that hold
symbolic meanings emphasizing
how Jesus can calm the storm.

Team leaders introduce the children to
their special groups, Crabs ages 4-6,
Stingrays ages 7-9 and Sharks ages 10-12.

Judy Herrera gives a Bible lesson to some
of the children during this years summer
camp.

Book Clu b
By Gricelda Ysquierdo
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Pr ayer & Fast in g
By Patricia Franco

Prayer is so powerful! In prayer, we access the High and Lifted Up, Sovereign, Magnificent, All-Powerful,
Everlasting God! It is HE that has the ability and the answer to all of our problems, questions and
uncertainties. Proverbs 15:8 says that the prayer of the righteous is His delight and Proverbs 15:29 says that
HE hears the prayer of the righteous. Prayer expresses our trust in the One who has conquered it all and sits
in victory. Added to prayer is fasting, and now we are talking! Fasting quiets our flesh and intensifies our ability
to hear His Voice and hear the answers.
For this reason, the enemy will do all that he can to keep us from praying and fasting. The enemy will do
anything in his power to stifle our tongue so that we will not call out to the All-Mighty God. He will do
whatever he can to keep us focused on self, on our ability, and on how much we can resolve on our own.
The enemy will make us think God does not care about our problems, does not see us or does not want to
hear us. Since God calls us to pray and to fast, we meet corporately three times in the year, besides our
weekly prayer meetings on Thursdays. We held our last prayer and fasting session, August 30th to Septembe3
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Prayer and Fasting Cont.

r 3rd. During that time, we met to pray at church every evening at 6:00 in the evening; we heard His voice speak
through the Prophetic Word and Word of Knowledge and we witnessed the hand of God move in our lives.
To find rest for our souls, GO to Him!
In Matthew 11:28-29, Jesus said, ?Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find
rest for your souls.?
HE cares for me!
1 Peter 5:6-7 ?So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in
honor. Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.?
Continual Prayer!
Colossians 4:2 ?Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart.?
Our next corporate prayer and fasting will be on January 2022.

Th e Ch u r ch
By Patricia Franco

Dark Winter? These words are resounding in the

pages of the Bible that darkness always precedes

minds of people all around the world as we

light! With this in mind, what is it that is about to

experience difficult times and struggle with health,

come, that the enemy is so desperately trying to stop?

financial, political, social, and soul issues. People in

What great light is about to shine?

every country experience challenging times facing fear,

My husband and I have made some beautiful

uncertainty, and even hopelessness. In our country,

relationships

we face issues of freedom as the foundational

around

the

world

through

our

participation in MFG?Ministers Fellowship Global.

documents are being challenged. We are fighting to

Every church has struggled to some degree during

keep freedoms such as life, liberty and the pursuit of

these trying times; but they all continue ministering

happiness, freedoms ordained from God. We wonder

the Word of God. Our pastor friends in Greece, Spain,

if what our for-fathers fought for will be available for

Holland, England, India, Australia, Ukraine, North

the generations to come.

Macedonia,

Mexico,

Canada,

Africa

and

other

Amid this dark winter, we must remember that all

countries continue to shine in the darkness even

over the world, the Church of Jesus Christ is alive!

amongst more severe conditions and restrictions than

Jesus says that we are the light and not only does the

here in America. If we are to shine, we must know

light shine brighter in the dark; but we can see in the

our identity in Christ; we must know the finished work
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of Christ. We must know who God says we are.

world!? ?If God be for us, who can be against us!?

When we know who we are in Christ, we will never

?The promises of God are yes and amen!?

be held back by what we did in life. Our identity in

We might have a dark season; but we must keep

Christ will bring an end to our captivity in life. It?s

walking. Our hunger for righteousness must be

time to become who HE says we are. Ephesians 2:10

greater than our fear of criticism. Coincidence?

?For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus

Global pandemic, political craziness, racial, social

for good works, which God prepared beforehand

unrest, what does the enemy know that he is trying

that we should walk in them.? Everything God has

to prevent?

planned will come to pass; no darkness will hold it
back. Jesus died on the cross. It?s up to us to receive

Don?t be downcast, trust and advance. We are about

the finished work of Christ. Jesus says we are

to see the GLORY of God like we have never seen

carrying His promise, we are carrying His purpose,

before!

and it is time for us to do something. His Word says,
?No weapon formed against you shall prosper!?
?Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the

Scr ipt u r e
Jeremiah 32:17 "O Sovereign Lord! You mad the heavens and earth by your stronghand and
powerful arm.Nothing is too hard for you!"
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SOCIAL CALENDAR
JULY BIRTHDAYS

Savannah Garay

July 5

Allyson Trevizo

July 6

Stephani Sanchez

July 10

Jessie James Cruz

July 15

Mike Mendez

July 26

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

Michael and Melanie Garay July 31

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Omar and Monica Sanchez

Sophia Herrera

August 12

Drew Fabela

August 24

Serenity Williams

August 29

Victor and Pati Franco

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

August 14
August 14

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Melanie Garay

September 1

Isaac and Ivy Trevizo

September 14

Solomon Saucedo

September 8

Gricelda and Israel Ysquerdio

September 26

Jerry Saucedo

September 9

Rebecca Figueroa

September 17

Josh Herrera

September 19

Luna Picos

September 20

Bryan Mendez

September 20
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